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For forty years, South Australian Holocaust survivors dedicated their personal 
resources to educate students about the lessons of the Holocaust.  Through the 
vision of one of these survivors, Andrew Steiner OAM, and the generosity of the 
Adelaide Archdiocese, these efforts evolved into the establishment of the 
Adelaide Holocaust Museum and Andrew Steiner Education Centre in 2020.   

The Adelaide Holocaust Museum is South Australia’s only publicly-facing Jewish 
institution.  We are a museum of history with a contemporary mission—to 
address antisemitism and hate in all its forms.  We are custodians of South 
Australian Holocaust survivors’ stories, to date maintaining records of more than 
450 South Australian survivors. 

Our flagship program is our secondary school education program. When young 
people visit us, they learn that antisemitism neither started nor ended with the 
Holocaust.  They see how easily minority groups can be turned into an “other”—
that the quickest way to an “Us” is to create a “Them.”  They learn how an act of 
kindness can save a life.  They learn that democracy can be fragile and that each 
of us has a role to safeguard our freedoms through positive citizenship.   

We are not so naïve to think our program will magically halt the global tidal wave 
of antisemitism, but as Pirkei Avot (Ethics of Our Ancestors) states, "It is not up to 
you to finish the task, nor you are free to avoid it.”  Each session, each connection 
we make, builds a small peace and a hope for a future with less hate.   

When we are able to fund the curation of the gallery spaces of this beautiful 
blank canvas of a renovated building, we will amplify those connections, that 
peace and that hope. 
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Thank you to the Australian Government for the support of the once-in-a-
generation renovation of this building and the reopening of this Education Centre.   

To Sarah Build, particularly Sam Donnelley and Shane Erwin, thank you for your 
dedication and professionalism.  

We would not be here without our supporters, including the consistent 
generosity of the Jakob Frenkiel Charitable Trust, a kind anonymous donor, and 
the support of everyday donors. 

To members of the ever welcoming, resilient, vibrant Jewish community here 
tonight.  We have known tsoris—suffering—in the last four years.  Tonight is a 
simcha, a moment of happiness, as we celebrate that Am Israel Chai. We are still 
here, sharing our stories, and embracing the hope that compassion and 
dedication can change the world.   


