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Our sages taught that there are 613 mitzvot, commandments, in Judaism. Emil
Fackenheim, a prominent Jewish philosopher and Holocaust survivor, famously
created what is known as the 614th commandment. He said, “We are
commanded, first, to survive as Jews, lest the Jewish people perish. We are
commanded, second, to remember our very guts and bones, the martyrs of the
Holocaust, lest their memory perish.”

This evening, as we gather for the reopening of the Adelaide Holocaust Museum
and Andrew Steiner Education Centre, we gather in the presence of memory, in a
place that embodies both the importance of not only remembering what
happened, but ensuring it never happens again through teaching the future
generations.

May this museum continue to be a beacon of that remembrance as well as of
hope.

May the stories preserved within these walls awaken compassion in allwho
enter.

May they deepen understanding across difference.

May they strengthen our shared commitment to human dignity and to standing
against hatred in all its forms.

In Judaism, when something new occurs or a new chapter begins, we have a
blessing called the Schecheyanu. 110471 12'NNY ,0%iyN 70 107X ' NRX N2
NI NT? 12y'an). "Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,
who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season.”



And as we mark this moment of renewal, we offer gratitude — grateful to have
arrived at this time together. Grateful to the hard work and devotion of those who

have brought us to this moment, and grateful for the immeasurable impact this
institution will have on the future of Adelaide.

May the memories honored here be for a blessing.

Amen.
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