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STEVE GEORGANAS MP 
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR ADELAIDE 

SPEECH 
6.55PM THURSDAY, 19 FEBRUARY 2026 

LAUNCH OF EDUCATION CENTRE AT ADELAIDE HOLOCAUST 
MUSEUM 

Good evening everyone, and thank you for being here today for 

what is a truly meaningful and heartfelt moment for our 

community. 

 

I’d like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the 

land on which we meet today, the Kaurna people and pay my 

respects to Elders past and present. 

 

I extend my acknowledgement to my parliamentary colleagues, 

distinguished guests for this project. I thank each of you for your 

presence and for the support you continue to show to this 

institution and the communities it serves. 

 

Today marks the official launch of the Education Centre at the 

Adelaide Holocaust Museum. A centre built not only with bricks 

and mortar, but with hope, purpose, and an unwavering 

commitment to truth. 
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This expansion represents years of dedication and partnership 

with the Australian Government committed $2.5 million to the 

Adelaide Holocaust Museum and Steiner Education Centre 

Incorporated.  

 

The project has delivered new gallery spaces, improved 

accessibility, upgraded technology, and thoughtful communal 

areas where learning and reflection can take place. Three floors 

have been reimagined, creating modern, functional rooms 

designed to welcome thousands of students and community 

members each year. 

 

But this Education Centre is more than a collection of rooms. It is 

a place where history becomes human. 

 

Where young people are invited not just to learn dates and facts, 

but to stand in the presence of stories that echo through 

generations. 
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It is a place where the lessons of the Holocaust, lessons of 

memory, courage, identity, and responsibility, are woven into the 

fabric of how we understand ourselves and the world we shape. 

 

This Centre opens at a time when its purpose could not be more 

important. 

 

Australia has experienced hate and antisemitic incidents have 

rose across the country. The Jewish community in Australia has 

endured renewed fear and grief.  

 

These moments remind us that antisemitism is not a relic of the 

past. 

 

It persists, and it must be confronted with honesty, education, 

and unity. 

 

Yet for every act of hatred, this Museum has witnessed something 

powerful. The compassion of the South Australian community. 
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Hundreds including myself have come here to lay flowers, light 

candles, and leave messages of sorrow, solidarity, and love. The 

Museum is not only a place of remembrance, but a gathering 

place for collective grieving, and collective resolve. 

 

This is why an Education Centre matters. 

Because ignorance fuels hatred.  

Because silence allows it to spread. 

And because education, honest, courageous education, is the 

most powerful tool we have to confront prejudice before it can 

take root. 

 

This Centre will welcome over 5,000 secondary school students 

each year, giving them a safe and thoughtful environment to 

explore the complex history of the Holocaust. They will learn 

about the dangers of discrimination, the consequences of 

indifference, and the strength of those who resisted, survived, or 

bore witness. 
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The Centre will also be used by researchers, academics, 

community groups, and the broader public. All contributing to an 

ongoing conversation about humanity, resilience, ethics, and 

justice. 

 

Through exhibitions, workshops, discussions, and guided 

programs, the Centre will offer young people something precious. 

The opportunity to reflect on the world they want to build, and the 

responsibility each of us carries to protect one another’s dignity. 

 

The Adelaide Holocaust Museum is not only an institution of 

remembrance. It is an institution of responsibility. 

 

With this Education Centre, its role grows even stronger. 

 

To everyone who helped bring this vision to life, the educators, 

donors, architects, volunteers, survivors and their families, thank 

you. 

 

Your work ensures that the past is not lost. 

That truth is not blurred. 
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And that hope has a home here. 

 

May this Education Centre stand as a guardian of memory, a 

protector of truth, and a beacon for every young person who 

walks through its doors. 


